The Former Workers'
Housing of the Szekely and
Retty Furniture Factory

REHABILITATION AND
RECONVERSION DESIGN

B Abstract: The article presents the the-
sis entitled “The Rehabilitation and Recon-
version as Exhibition Spaces for the Mureg
County Museum of a B Category Histor-
ic Building (code: MS-1I-m-B-15518) — The
Former Workers’ Housing of the Szekely and
Retty Furniture Factory,” defended in July
2014, in front of the examination committee
for the finals of the Postgraduate Course in
Historic Building Conservation. The studied
building is part of the cultural and industri-
al heritage of Targu Mures, being listed as a
historic building of local importance. At pre-
sent it is abandoned, highly degraded, and
in danger of collapse. The paper is meant to
send a distress signal to draw the special-
ists’ attention (and not only) towards a for-
gotten architectural object, establishing at
the same time a basis for a conservation de-
sign. The article presents the historic build-
ing as part of the cultural/industrial herit-
age, its present condition, and the general
conservation concept.

B Keywords: workers’ housing, Szekely and
Retty furniture factory, heritage of the 20"
century, historic building, rehabilitation,
reconversion, thesis, Targu Mures, indus-
trial heritage

Industrial heritage,
part of cultural heritage

B Considering the definition given by The
International Committee for the Conserva-
tion of the Industrial Heritage (TICCIH), the
special adviser of the International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), “in-
dustrial heritage is the evidence of activi-
ties which had and continue to have pro-
found historical consequences. The mo-
tives for protecting the industrial heritage
are based on the universal values of this
evidence, rather than on the singularity of
unique sites. The industrial heritage is of
social value as part of the record of the lives
of ordinary men and women, and as such
it provides an important sense of identity.”?

1 Freelance architect, Frederiksberg, Denmark.
2 TICCIH, The Nizhny Tagil Charter For The Indus-
trial Heritage, Moscow, 2003, http://ticcih.org/
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Fosta locuinta pentru muncitori a
fabricii de mobila Szekely si Retty

PROIECT DE REABILITARE S| RECONVERSIE

B Rezumat: Articolul are ca obiect prezentarea lucrarii de disertatie intitu-
late ,,Reabilitarea gi reconversia in spatii de expozitie pentru Muzeul Jude-
tean Mureg a unui monument categoria B (MS-I1I-m-B-15518) — Fosta locu-
inta pentru muncitori a fabricii de mobila Szekely si Retty” sustinuta in fata
comisiei de examinare a absolventilor Cursului Postuniversitar de Speciali-
zare in Reabilitarea Patrimoniului Construit in iulie 2014. Edificiul studiat
face parte din patrimoniul cultural si industrial al oragului Targu Mures,
fiind clasificat ca monument de importanta locala. Momentan abandonat
si aflat in stare avansata de degradare, acesta se afla in pericol de colaps.
Lucrarea se doreste a fi un semnal de alarma menit sa atraga atentia spe-
cialistilor (si nu numai) asupra unui obiect de arhitectura uitat, constituind
totodata o baza in demararea unui proiect de restaurare. Articolul prezinta
monumentul ca parte a patrimoniului cultural/industrial, situatia sa actu-
ala si conceptul general de restaurare.

B Cuvinte cheie: locuinte muncitoresti, fabrica de mobila Szekely si Retty,
patrimoniul secolului al XX-lea, monument, reabilitare, reconversie, lucra-
re de disertatie, Targu Mures, patrimoniu industrial

Patrimoniu industrial,
parte a patrimoniului cultural

B Pornind de la definitia data de Comitetul International pentru Conser-
varea Patrimoniului Industrial (TICCIH), consultantul de specialitate al
Consiliului International pentru Monumente si Situri (ICOMOS), ,,patri-
moniul industrial reprezinta marturia activitatilor care au avut si conti-
nua sa aiba consecinte istorice profunde. Motivele pentru care trebuie
protejat patrimoniul industrial au la baza valorile universale ale acestei
marturii, mai degraba decat unicitatea unor situri exceptionale. Patrimo-
niul industrial are valoare sociala permitand reconstituirea vietii de zi cu
zi a oamenilor gi dand un important simt al identitatii”?.

Clasificarea patrimoniului industrial se poate face dupa mai multe cri-
terii (tipul de activitate industriala, categoria functionala a cladirilor, tipul

1 Arhitect liber profesionist, Frederiksberg, Danemarca.

2 TICCIH, The Nizhny Tagil Charter For The Industrial Heritage, Moscova, 2003, § 2.I-II,
www.ticcih.org, accesat la data de 22 iunie 2015 la URL: http://ticcih.org/about/charter/
(in limba engleza) si la URL: ticcih.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/NTagilRomanian.
pdf (in limba roméana).
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de organizare a muncii), fiind o tema abordata de numerosi cercetétori.?
Din punct de vedere functional, putem vorbi despre cladiri cu functie pur
economica si cladiri asociate. Locuintele muncitoresti fac parte din cate-
goria obiectivelor sociale asociate patrimoniului industrial (de regula fi-
ind grupate in cartiere muncitoresti).*

Momentul 1900 in Transilvania
si in Targu Mures. Incadrare stilistica

B Un moment important in procesul de industrializare pe teritoriul Ro-
maéniei a fost sfargitul secolului al XIX-lea, formarea Monarhiei Austro-
Ungare avand un efect pozitiv asupra dezvoltarii economice si a valori-
ficarii resurselor in Transilvania si Banat. ,Aceasta etapa poate fi consi-
deratd ca inceputul revolutiei industriale pe teritoriul tarii noastre”® si
reprezinta momentul industrializarii oragului Targu Mures. Treptat se in-
multesc atelierele mestesugaresti si fabricile, iar diferitele institutii publi-
ce organizeaza concursuri pentru construirea unor noi cladiri. In aceas-
ta perioada au fost edificate in Targu Mures peste 300 de edificii, cladiri
cu caracter secessionist transilvanean, opere ale unor cunoscuti arhitecti
maghiari cum ar fi: cladirea administrativa a Prefecturii si Palatul Cultu-
rii de Dezs6 JAKAB si Marcell KOMOR; Colegiul Agricol si Intreprinderile
comunale de Karoly KOS:; Banca Albina de Sandor RADO; Camera de co-
mert, Uzinele de gaz, dar i multe cladiri de locuit, de Ede TOROCZKAI
WIGAND. Aceasta este perioada de dezvoltare a ansamblului fabricii de
mobila Szekely si Retty ce cuprindea si locuinte pentru muncitori.

Aspectul exterior al cladirilor studiate ne duce cu gandul la caracteri-
zarea stilistica facuta de Ioan Eugen MAN cu privire la maniera stilistica a
lui Ede TOROCZKAI WIGAND: , Arhitectul se dovedeste deosebit de pre-
ocupat de functiunea interioara a locuintelor, dar si a formelor exterioare,
la care sesizam predilectia pentru acoperisurile inalte, in pante repezi, cu
frontoane triunghiulare, uneori tesite gi captusite cu scandura.”® Totusi, o
cercetare amanuntita a arhivelor din Budapesta si din Godoll6, unde exis-
ta la inceputul secolului al XX-lea o colonie de artisti cunoscuta din care
facea parte gi Ede TOROCZKAI WIGAND, poate aduce mai multe infor-
matii cu privire la datarea exactd a monumentului, la activitatea arhitectu-
lui maghiar in Targu Mures si la posibila implicare a acestuia sau a unuia
dintre discipolii sdi in elaborarea proiectului cladirii studiate.

Locuintele muncitoresti. Exemple si analogii

B Din punct de vedere istoric, cladirea studiatda corespunde perioadei de
sfarsit de secol XIX si inceput de secol XX, monumentul de categoria B cu
denumirea ,Fosta locuinta pentru muncitori a fabricii de mobila Szekely
si Retty” fiind datat 1919.” Pe Lista Monumentelor Istorice figureaza doua
cladiri (fig. 1): prima, cladirea principala de pe str. Margaretelor nr. 18

3 Denis BOCQUET, Il patrimonio industriale in Francia. I territori del post-industrialismo
tra memoria e valorizzazione”, in Chiara RONCHETTA, Marco TRISCIUOGLIO (eds.),
Progettare per il patrimonio industriale, Torino, Celid, 2008, 36-43.

4 J. Arwel EDWARDS, Joan Carles LLURDES I COIT, Mines and quarries: industrial
heritage tourism, in ,Annals of Tourism Researches,” nr. 2/1996, 341-363.

5 Florentina-Cristina MERCIU, George-Laurentiu MERCIU, Daniela STOIAN, Patrimoniul
arhitectural industrial roménesc - trecut si prezent, in ,Urbanism. Arhitectura.
Constructii”, nr. 3/2012, 29.

6 Ioan Eugen MAN, Targu-Mures, istorie urband din anul 1850 pand la primul razboi
mondial, Targu Mures, Nico, 2009, 262.

7 Informatiile legate de monument au fost procurate din arhiva societatii comerciale ce
are in administrare cladirea, dosar nr. inv. 681, nr. proiect 1387/1998, care contine:
plan de situatie intocmit in luna iulie 1960, schite de releveu din iulie 1998, extras
de carte funciara din martie 2003 si copie fidela, imagini alb-negru din 1960. Trebuie
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The classification of industrial heritage
can be performed by taking into considera-
tion several criteria (type of industrial ac-
tivity, functional category of the buildings,
and type of work organisation), being a top-
ic for many researchers.® Form a function-
al point of view, one may talk about build-
ings with pure economic function and as-
sociated buildings. Housings are associat-
ed buildings, generally grouped in workers’
neighbourhoods.*

The 1900s in Transylvania
and Targu Mures.
A stylistic classification

B The late 19" century was an important
period in the industrialisation process of
Transylvania and Banat, part of present-day
Romania, as the birth of the Austro-Hungar-
ian Monarchy had a positive effect on the
economic development and the valorisa-
tion of natural resources in these regions.
“This time may be considered the begin-
ning of the industrial revolution on the ter-
ritories of our country.® This is also the time
of industrialisation of Targu Mures. In time,
craftsmen workshops and factories multi-
plied, and different public institutions or-
ganised selections for erecting new build-
ings. During this time more than 300 build-
ings were raised in Targu Mures, being cre-
ated in the Transylvanian variant of Art
Nouveau, designed by well-known Hungar-
ian architects such as: the Administrative
Palace of the Prefect and the Palace of Cul-
ture by Dezsé JAKAB and Marcell KOMOR;
the Agricultural College and Joint Enter-
prises’ Building by Karoly KOS; the Albi-
na Bank by Sandor RADO; and the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Gasworks, and many
residential buildings by Ede TOROCZKAI
WIGAND. This was the time when the Sze-
kely and Retty Furniture Factory Ensemble
was also developed, which included work-
ers’ housing as well.

The external aspect of the buildings
sends us to the stylistic characterization
of the work of Ede TOROCZKAI WIGAND
by Ioan Eugen MAN: “The architect is very
much preoccupied with the interior func-
tions of dwellings, but also with their ex-
terior presentation, where one can remark
a preference for tall roofs with steep slopes
and triangular gables, sometimes hipped
and planked.” A more detailed research

about/charter/ (accessed June 22, 2015).

3 Denis BOCQUET, “Il patrimonio industriale in
Francia. I territori del post-industrialismo tra
memoria e valorizzazione,” in Progettare per il
patrimonio industriale, ed. Chiara RONCHETTA
and Marco TRISCIUOGLIO (Torino: Celid,
2008), 36-43.

4 J. Arwel EDWARDS and Joan Carles LLURDES
I COIT, “Mines and quarries: industrial heritage
tourism,” Annals of Tourism Researches 2 (1996):
341-363.

5 Florentina-Cristina MERCIU, George-Laurentiu
MERCIU, and Daniela STOIAN, “Patrimoniul
arhitectural industrial roménesc — trecut si
prezent,” Urbanism. Arhitecturd. Constructii 3
(2012): 29. (Free translation.)

6 Toan Eugen MAN, Targu-Mures, istorie urband
din anul 1850 pana la primul razboi mondial
(Targu Mures: Nico, 2009), 262. (Free translation.)
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M Fig 1. Planul de situatie
M Figure 1. General layout

Corp A (6 apartamente)- invelitoare partial desficuti
Block A (6 apartments) - envelope partially undone

Corp B (4 apartamente)- acoperisul lipseste in totalitate
Block B (4 apartments) - roof is missing completely

M Fig 2. Imagine actuald corp Asi B
M Figure 2. Current aspect of blocks A and B

in the archives of Budapest and Godolls,
where there was a well-known artist colony
of which Ede TOROCZKAI WIGAND was
a member, may bring us more information
about the exact dating of the historic build-
ing, about the Hungarian architect’s activi-
ty in Targu Mures, and about his or one of
his disciples’ implication in the design pro-
cess of the studied building.

Workers"housing.
Examples and analogies

B From historical point of view, the stud-
ied building corresponds to the period be-
tween the late 19" and early 20™ centuries,
as the B category historic building, named
“The former Workers’ Housing of the Szeke-
ly and Retty Furniture Factory,” is dated to
1919.7 On the List of Historic Buildings we
find two buildings (Figure 1): the first one
is the main building at 18 Margaretelor St
(block A), which is the subject of the thesis.

7 The information on the historic building was
procured from the archives of the company that
administers the building, folder inventory no.
681, design no. 1387/1998, which contains: gen-
eral layout drawn in July 1960, survey sketches
from July 1998, real estate register excerpt from
March 2003 and faithful copy, black and white
photos from 1960. We have to mention that in
the Mures County Archives the building does
not figure either within the furniture factory’s
documents, nor in the town hall registers from
the period between 1900 and 1920.

(corp A), face obiectul lucrérii de disertatie. A doua, MS-II-m-B-15517, de
pe str. Margaretelor nr. 17 (corp B), aflata in stadiu de ruina din cauza ne-
glijentei si ignorantei autoritatilor, nu face obiectul lucrarii de disertatie,
insa lucrarile de restaurare propriu-zise ar trebui sa cuprinda ambele edi-
ficii, principalul obiectiv fiind salvarea monumentelor si integrarea aces-
tora intr-un traseu turistic. (fig. 2)

Vom compara cladirea principald cu doua exemple relevante: cartierul
muncitoresc de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea din Resita (colonia Ran-
duri ce apartinea Combinatului Siderurgic Regita) — exemplul 1; si locu-
intele muncitoresti din CAmpia Turzii (la strada, DN15/E60), ce tineau de
Combinatul Industria Sdrmei (inceputul secolului al XX-lea) — exemplul
2. (fig. 3)

Tipologie urbana

Cele doua exemple reprezinta tipologii diferite: in primul caz, casele
sunt ingiruite, aliniate la strada, iar in al doilea exemplu, casele sunt cu-
plate si retrase de la strada. Cladirea studiata se situeaza intre cele doua,
fiind vorba de apartamente ingiruite, tratate ca un tot unitar, o casa cu axa
de simetrie ce se poate distinge atat din punct de vedere volumetric, cat si
la nivel functional; retragerea de la strada este de 7 m.

Accese

In exemplul 1, accesul in curte se face printr-un gang cu trepte pe pan-
ta terenului, unde se gasesc intrarile in apartamente. In exemplul 2, acce-

mentionat faptul ca la Arhivele Judetului Mures cladirea nu figureaza nici in dosarul cu
documente ale fabricii de mobila, dar nici in registrele primariei in perioada 1900-1920.
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Resita, CS

iy Str. Randul 1, accesul aparta-
mentelor din curte

Réndul I Street, apartments
are accessed through the
courtyard

DN15/E60, accesul in fatada

principala
: DNIS/E()O,%
&, the maifi facade

M Fig. 3. a-b. Exemple de locuinte muncitoresti (a. Resita, b. Campia Turzii)
W Figure 3. a-b. Examples of workers’ housings (a. Resita; b. Cdmpia Turzii)

sul se face din curtea de la strada. Edificiul studiat are atat accese princi-
pale in fatada principald, cat si iesiri in curtea din spate.

Regim de constructie si descriere functionald

Exemplul 1 are un regim de constructie cu demisol, care preia panta te-
renului (ocupat de beci pentru alimente), si parter (locuinta propriu-zisa),
iar in cazul al doilea: regim de constructie parter (locuinta) cu pod inalt
nemansardat. Locuinta propriu-zisa este alcatuita dintr-o camera, bucata-
rie, hol si eventual baie.

In cazul corpului A de pe Margaretelor 18, cu regim de inaltime par-
ter, au fost concepute initial 6 apartamente, fiecare dotat cu: antreu cu
acces spre pod si boxa la subsol pentru depozitare (aprox. 1,5 m adanci-
me), cdmara, bucdtarie gi o camera. Suprafetele interioare s-au modificat
de-a lungul timpului: s-au desfiintat camari, marindu-se astfel bucatarii-
le, unele apartamente au fost unite prin demolarea unor pereti interiori, la
unul din apartamentele laterale s-a adaugat o incapere etc. (fig. 4)

The second one (code MS-II-m-B-15517),
found at 17 Margaretelor St (block B), in ru-
ins due to the ignorance and indifference
of the authorities, is not the subject of the
thesis, however proper rehabilitation works
should include both buildings, the main
objective being to save the historic build-
ings and to include them in a tourist cir-
cuit. (Figure 2)

We will compare the main building
with two relevant examples: the workers’
neighbourhood from the end of the 19™
century in Regita (the Randuri Colony be-
longing to the Resita Steel Plant) — exam-
ple 1; and the workers’ housings in Cam-
pia Turzii (on the DN15/E60 road), owned
by the Wire Industry Plant, dating from the
early 20" century — example 2. (Figure 3)

Urban typology

The two examples represent different
typologies: in the first instance, the inline
houses are aligned to the street, and in the
second instance, the houses are connect-
ed and removed from the street. Our stud-
ied building is situated somewhere be-
tween these two cases, as it consists of in-
line apartments treated like a single unit,
i.e. a house with a symmetry axis that is
distinguishable by its volume, as well as on
a functional level. It is removed from the
street by 7 metres.

Entrances

In example 1, entry in the yard is al-
lowed through a gangway with stairs, fol-
lowing the ground’s slope, where the apart-
ment entrances are located. In example 2,
entry is possible from the front yard. The
studied building has main entrances on the
main elevation, as well as exits towards the
back yard.

Characteristics of the building
and functional description

Example 1 is composed of a semi-base-
ment conforming to the slope (used as a cel-
lar for storing food) and ground floor (the
housing itself); and in the second exam-
ple: ground floor (housing) with a high at-
tic (without garret). The apartments them-
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M Fig. 4. Releveu plan parter
W Figure 4. Survey of the ground floor
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selves consist of one room, kitchen, hall-
way, and eventually bathroom.

Block A at 18 Margeretelor St was ini-
tially designed with 6 ground floor apart-
ments, each of them having an entryway
with access to the attic and to the base-
ment (approx. 1.5 m in depth), pantry,
kitchen, and one room. In time the inte-
rior was significantly modified: pantries
were demolished to enlarge kitchens, some
apartments were united by pulling down
interior walls, a new room was added to
one of the side apartments, etc. (Figure 4)

Stylistic elements

Example 1 has a simple vernacular ar-
chitectural style (high base marked by a
string course and simple window frames).
In the case of example 2 and the studied
building, we can see a more careful archi-
tectural design: symmetry axis, decorative
elements (for exemple the frames), and
specific local features (in roofs, gables,
carved timber structural elements, char-
acteristic to Transylvanian Art Nouveau,
influenced by Hungarian and Saxon folk
art). (Photo 1)

Structural and constructive
description. Conservation state

W At a structural level, the house can be
parted into subunits: continuous foun-
dations made of bricks and plaster, load-
bearing walls and partition walls; timber
slabs made of joists, covered on their up-
per sides by timber boards, over which
an earth layer was added for thermal in-
sulation and probably finished by brick
flooring (some traces of this are still vis-
ible). The roof structure has ceramic tile
covering, which gives the true identity of
the house. It can be divided in 5 sections:
the lateral ends with three roof slopes and
shingle covering for the gable (for the lat-
eral apartments that project from the main
elevation) — pointed roofs with steep slopes
are typical for the Art Nouveau architec-
tural style of Karoly KOS; the sections in
the immediate vicinity, with saddleback
roofs composed of simple frames with raft-
ers and upper collars; and the middle sec-
tion with a masonry gable and mansard
roof; the roof with a Baroque-like external
aspect, the structure of which is composed
of main and secondary trusses. (Figure 5)
Abandoned for a few years, the build-
ing from the early 20" century is in an ad-
vanced state of degradation. The joineries,
as well as half of the roof tiles are missing,
and a part of the interior partition walls
were demolished. The floorings were re-
moved or are highly degraded. The mason-
ry does not present structural degradation,
but major problems appeared on the plaster
in areas with water infiltrations. The roof
structure elements that were not exposed to
weathering are in a relatively good condi-
tion. All doors and windows, whether ex-
ternal or internal, are missing. Some of the
wooden frame elements are still preserved,
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Elemente stilistice

Exemplul 1 este caracterizat de simplitatea stilului arhitectural verna-
cular (soclu inalt marcat de brau si ancadramente simple la ferestre). In
cazul exemplului 2 si al cladirii studiate, observam o preocupare arhitec-
turald in procesul de proiectare: axa de simetrie, elemente decorative (de
ex. ancadramente), elemente de specific local (acoperiguri, frontoane, ele-
mente structurale sculptate din lemn, proprii secessionului transilvanean,
cu influente din folclorul maghiar si sasesc). (foto 1)

m

(i ;‘l".;' ‘ i |ﬁ it

l-' Hﬁl\ll“‘.

LY

l‘{”“!l'|

ion 7S

Ay
B 03 o T

M Foto 1. a-b. Imagini de arhivd, corp A si B, aprox. 1960
B Photo 1. a-b. Archival images of blocks A and B, approx. 1960

Descriere structurala si constructiva.
Starea de conservare actuala

B La nivel structural, casa poate fi impartita pe subansambluri: fundatii
continue din caramida plina cu mortar; pereti portanti si de compartimen-
tare; subansamblul planseului alcatuit din grinzi de lemn, inchise la par-
tea superioara cu dulapi, peste care exista un strat de pamant termoizolant
si probabil exista pardoseala din caramida (se mai observa cateva urme).
Sarpanta din lemn are invelitoare din tigla ceramica si constituie elemen-
tul identitar al constructiei. Poate fi impartita in 5 tronsoane: capetele la-
terale in trei ape si fronton inchis cu sindrila de lemn (corespund aparta-
mentelor laterale decrosate din fatada principala) — acoperisul tuguiat cu
pante repezi este tipic arhitecturii secession in stilul Karoly KOS; tronsoa-
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M Fig. 5. Releveul degraddrilor (sectiuni)
M Figure 5. Survey of the degradation (cross sections)
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M Fig. 6. Releveul degraddrilor (fatada principald)
W Figure 6. Survey of the degradation (main elevation)

nele imediat aldturate, in doua ape, alcatuite din ferme simple cu capriori
si moaze; si tronsonul median, cu fronton din zidéarie si acoperis in doua
ape cu panta frinta; acoperis cu aspect exterior baroc al carui structura
este alcdtuita din ferme principale si secundare. (fig. 5)

Abandonata de céativa ani, cladirea de inceput de secol XX se afla intr-
o stare avansata de degradare. Lipsesc tdmplariile, jumatate din tigle, iar
o parte din zidurile interioare de compartimentare au fost demolate. Par-
doselile sunt desfacute sau in stare avansata de degradare. Zidaria nu pre-
zinta din punct de vedere structural degradari, problemele principale fi-
ind la nivelul tencuielilor, in zonele de infiltratii. Elementele de sarpanta
ce nu au fost expuse intemperiilor sunt in stare relativ buna. Momentan
edificiul nu are ferestre sau usi, exterioare sau interioare. Cateva elemente
ale tocurilor se pastreaza, dar nu exista informatii suficiente pentru o re-
constituire exacta. (fig. 6)

Concept general de restaurare

B Principiul de la care trebuie sa porneasca proiectul de reabilitare curent
este de a da o forma vie mostenirii culturale, faicAnd-o cunoscuta si acce-
sibila publicului si, de asemenea, de a o plasa in context european. Reabi-
litarea edificiului si aducerea la standardele de locuire actuale nu se justi-
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but we have insufficient information for
their exact reconstruction. (Figure 6)

General conservation concept

B The basic principle for the current reha-
bilitation project is to give a living form to
the cultural heritage, making it known and
accessible to the public, as well as setting
it in a European context. The rehabilitation
and upgrading to present living standards
are not justified in this case, as the County
Museum is the only institution interested
in making use of the historic building. “Try-
ing to give it a new function is a difficult
and complex operation, which must not be
based only on a resemblance to its original
use. It has to take into consideration first of
all the building’s material state, which to-
day is judged considering the flow of its po-
tential users.® In order to reintroduce a dis-
affected historic building in the circuit of
current uses, the proposition is to transform

8 Frangoise CHOAY, Alegoria patrimoniului (Bu-
curegsti: Simetria, 1998), 165. (Free translation)



M Foto 2. Degradarea tencuielii si a stresinii din cauza
lipsei tiglelor

B Photo 2. Decay of the plaster and eaves due to the
lack of roof tiles

the building into a small museum about the
early 20" century in Targu Mures. On an ur-
ban scale, the deserted historic building is
on the way to the Weekend Entertainment
Complex, where, during summer, a great
flow of people is generated. It would be ide-
al to build a promenade along the Turbinei
Canal, linking Calaragilor St (basically the
end of the town centre itself) to the recrea-
tion area. The historic building would thus
be easily signaled at local level.

The main physical causes which led
to the overall degradation of the building
are: the demolition of some of the interi-
or walls, the alteration of openings, and
the dismantling of historic joinery; the
lack of roof tiles, which is the main cause
of the deteriorations (Photos 2-4), both in
the roof structure and at the masonry; the
lack of rainwater drainage on the ground
or that of a perimeter drain, which led to
serious infiltrations at all levels (founda-
tions, base, walls); subsequent interven-
tions with materials that were incompat-
ible with the historical fabric (cement-
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fica in cazul de fata, Muzeul Judetean fiind singura institutie interesata in
valorificarea monumentului. ,,A-i atribui o destinatie noua este o operatie
dificila si complexa, care nu trebuie sa se intemeieze doar pe asemanarea
cu destinatia originara. Ea trebuie, inainte de toate, sa tina cont de starea
materialad a edificiului care, astazi, se cere apreciata in functie de fluxul
utilizatorilor sai potentiali.”® In incercarea de a reintroduce un monument
dezafectat in circuitul folosintelor curente, se propune transformarea cla-
dirii intr-un mic muzeu al inceputului secolului al XX-lea in Targu Mures.
La nivel urban, monumentul parasit se afla in drum spre Complexul de
agrement Weekend, unde, pe perioada verii, este generat un flux conside-
rabil de oameni. Ideala ar fi amenajarea unei promenade de-a lungul Ca-
nalului Turbinei care leaga strada Calarasilor (practic capatul centrului
propriu-zis al oragului) de zona de agrement. Monumentul ar fi astfel usor
semnalizabil la nivel local.

Principalele elemente fizice care au contribuit la degradarea imagi-
nii de ansamblu a cladirii: demolarea unor pereti interiori, modificarea
golurilor, desfacerea tamplariilor istorice; lipsa tiglelor este cauza prin-
cipala a deteriorarilor (foto 2-4), atat in sarpanta cat si la nivelul zidari-
ei; inexistenta unui sistem de colectare a apelor pluviale de pe teren si a
unui dren perimetral au dus la infiltratii serioase la nivelul fundatiilor,
soclului si peretilor; interventia ulterioara cu materiale necompatibile cu
substanta istorica (mortare pe baza de ciment, polistiren, gresie); prezen-
ta igrasiei.

Totodata, lipsa elaborarii de catre autoritatile locale a unor proceduri
de supraveghere si de autorizare necesare pentru impiedicarea degradari-
lor si alterarea monumentului, dar gi lipsa de informare gi semnalizare a
obiectului de arhitectura ca monument gi ca parte a patrimoniului cultu-
ral tArgumuresgean igi au rolul lor in distrugerea edificiului.

Starea fizica a cladirii permite folosirea ei, neexistand probleme majo-
re din punct de vedere structural, majoritatea problemelor fiind la nivel
de finisaj. Sunt necesare mici interventii la nivelul structurii (mici fisuri),
reparatii capitale la nivelul finisajelor gi elementelor decorative (indepar-
tarea elementelor viciate), inlocuirea elementelor de lemn deteriorate, re-
staurarea sindrilei de pe frontoanele fatadei principale si a tiglelor exis-
tente, completarea cu elemente noi unde e necesar, inchiderea golurilor
cu tamplarii istorice. In acest scop, vor fi luate in considerare observatii-
le vizuale, expertizele tehnice, studiile specializate de parament, lemn si
piatrd, studiile istorice, forajele geo, etc.

8 Frangoise CHOAY, Alegoria patrimoniului, Bucuresti, Simetria, 1998, 165.

B Foto 3. Grinzile de planseu prelungite creeazd elemente de lemn decorative la nivelul stresinii
B Photo 3. The extended joists create decorative wooden elements at the eaves level
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W Foto 4. Detaliu ornament la frontonul fatadei principale
B Photo 4. Ornament detail at the gable of the main elevation

Din punct de vedere peisagistic, interventiile propuse sunt minimale,
se pastreaza vegetatia existentd si se reface amenajarea exterioara dupa
cea originard (accese, alei). Principiile de baza ale proiectului de arhitec-
turd vor fi: interventii minimale, mentinerea conceptului structural origi-
nar, conservarea materialului originar, folosirea materialelor compatibile
cu cele originare.

based mortars, polystyrene, floor tiles);
dampness.

At the same time, the fact that the local
authorities failed to establish certain mon-
itoring and authorising procedures neces-
sary to stop the decay and alteration of the
historic building, as well as the lack of in-
forming and signalling the edifice as a his-
toric building and as an integral part of lo-
cal cultural heritage, played a significant
role in the building’s destruction.

The building does not present impor-
tant structural disorders; most problems
appear at the level of finishing. Small in-
terventions are necessary at the structure
(small cracks), major repairs at the finish-
ing and decorations (the removal of de-
cayed elements), as well as the replace-
ment of decayed timber elements, the con-
servation of the shingle on the main eleva-
tion’s gables and that of the roof tiles, com-
pletion with new elements where needed,
and closing the openings with historical
joineries. These will be based on visual
observations, the technical expert’s report,
specialised studies on building archaeolo-
gy, timber and stone components, histor-
ical studies, and geological drillings, etc.

Regarding landscape architecture, the
proposed interventions are minimal. The
recommendation is to keep as much as
possible from the existing vegetation and
to landscape the terrain according to the

W Fig. 7. Propunere fatadd principald
W Figure 7. Proposal for the main elevation
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M Fig. 8. Propunere amenajare plan parter
W Figure 8. Proposal for the ground floor’s arrangement
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M Fig 9. Propunere tampldrie de ferestre
M Figure 9. Proposal for window joinery

original aspect (entrances, alleys). The ba-
sic principles of the architectural design
are minimal interventions, keeping the
initial structural concept, preservation of
the original fabric, and using compatible
materials.

Conclusions

m The B category historic building with a
double heritage value, bearing witness to
Transylvanian Art Nouveau style, as well
as being a construction with social value,
associated with industrial heritage, is in
an advanced state of degradation. Emer-
gency interventions are recommended, es-
pecially in connection to the roof cover-
ing, in order to avoid imminent collapse.
This thesis is intended to be a first step
towards acquiring/raising funds in order
to save such forgotten historic buildings,
with a cultural value related to the local
identity of Targu Mures.

If for the studied building rehabilita-
tion was proposed with accents on keep-
ing the historic concepts and fabric, and
completing only where it is necessary,
for the nearby, ruinous historic building,
we plead for sincerity during architectur-
al reconstruction and we recommend the
use of new and modern building materi-
als (glass, apparent concrete, steel), which
will complete the historical substance
with a suggestive volume.
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Concluzii

M Cladirea monument categoria B cu dubla valoare de patrimoniu, fiind
marturie a secessionului transilvanean si obiectiv social asociat patrimo-
niului industrial, se afla intr-un stadiu avansat de degradare. Sunt reco-
mandate interventii de urgenta, in special in zona invelitorii, pentru a pre-
veni colapsul iminent. Lucrarea de disertatie isi propune a constitui un
prim pas in pornirea demersurilor de alocare/strdngere de fonduri pentru
salvarea unor monumente uitate, cu valoare culturald de identitate locala
din municipiul Targu Mures.

Daca in cazul cladirii studiate a fost propusa reabilitarea constructiei,
punand accent pe pastrarea elementelor si materialelor istorice, respectiv
completarea lor doar acolo unde este nevoie, pentru cladirea adiacenta,
aflata in ruina, pledam pentru sinceritate in reconstructia arhitecturala a
monumentului si recomandam folosirea unor materiale de constructie noi
(sticla, beton aparent, metal), ce vor veni in completarea substantei istori-
ce cu o volumetrie sugestiva.
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